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Office of the President

Staycation Message
Dr. John M. Dunn
4/12/13
• Good morning. I am so pleased to be here to take part in your Staycation reunion.
I am part of your reunion only as someone who admired from afar your decision to
spend spring break in 2012 or 2013 making a real difference in our community and
in your own lives.
• You may have friends who headed for Florida, Cancun or South Padre Island, but
here it is six weeks later, and their tans are faded. You have other friends who took
that week to simply relax. Here it is six weeks later, and they are just as tired and
stressed heading into finals as you are.
• What you took away from your spring break--your Staycation--is still with you
and is likely to stay with you. What you learned by meeting each other, working in
areas like teen violence, health inequities and mental illness will stay with you. The
friendship you extended to the professionals and clients in the agencies you visited
made a lasting impression on them. I'm sure that good impression has stayed with
each of them as well.
• As I read about Staycation and viewed the photo gallery of your work on the
pages of the Kalamazoo Gazette, I particularly liked the timing. This year's
Staycation participants were in the community and making an impact at the exact
time we learned that WMU had been included on the President's Higher Education
Community Service Honor Roll With Distinction. We were one of just 100
schools around the country honored that way. If anyone reading the paper

wondered what that meant and how it had an impact on our community, your
service learning efforts provided the perfect example.
• Thank you for being wonderful ambassadors for WMU, and for choosing to
spend your break learning and doing in the community, for giving back to this
community that is our home. And thank you, in advance, for the good work I know
you'll do in your home communities in the future. I think it's in your blood now.

